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Caspar Hall

phoenix dactylifera
30.11.2011 - 08.01.2012

At the end of the summer of 2011, Caspar Hall (Shrewsbury, United Kingdom, 1967)
completed a one-month artistic residency in Alta de Lisboa, under the Maumaus International
Residency Programme. During that period, the artist investigated the specific urban
circumstances surrounding the Lumiar Cité exhibition space and the types of relationship that
artistic projects presented there have been able to establish – or not – with the community
living in its vicinity.

In the installation that Caspar Hall has developed, the central piece is a sculpture of a palm
tree that dominates both the ground and upper floors of the gallery. It appears to visitors as a
connection related both to the space and to the time of the year in which the exhibition takes
place. The sculpture recalls the Christian image of the nativity scene and, in addition, the
palm tree that, according to the Qur'an, sheltered and fed the Virgin Mary when Jesus was
born. The exhibition also presents a selection of photographs and other documentary
materials that contextualize the installation.

Caspar Hall does not attempt to relate to any particular theological ideas or religious
identities, but he is interested in questioning how certain universal stories are imagined and
reinterpreted locally. Subtly, the artist also seeks to draw attention to affinities between
Christianity and Islamism and to the many meanings that archetypes can adopt.

30.11 ⏐19h00

Talk with Caspar Hall

15.12 ⏐18h00

Guided tour by Bruno Leitão

21.12 ⏐19h00

Lecture by Gertrud Sandqvist: Was he born in a stable or under a palm
tree? On truth and facts in politics.

(the talk and the lecture will be in English)

For further information please contact:
Bruno Leitão: Tel +351 21 352 11 55 / bruno.maumaus@mail.telepac.pt
Lumiar Cité, Rua Tomás del Negro, 8A, 1750-105 Lisboa
Wednesday to Sunday, 15.00 to 19.00
The gallery will be closed on 24/25 December 2011 and 31 December 2011/1 January 2012.

Lumiar Cité is the exhibition space of Maumaus.
Tel / Fax +351 21 352 11 55
lumiarcite@mail.telepac.pt
www.maumaus.org
Bus: 77 and 108 stop Rua Helena Vaz Da Silva
Metro: Lumiar (Exit Estrada da Torre)
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